396                     THOMAS AT NASHVILLE.

I sent Major-General Thomas, second in command, to
Nashville, to organize, the new troops expected to arrive,
and to make preliminary preparations to meet such an
event

"About the ist of October some of the enemy's cavalry
made their appearance on the west of the Chattahoochee,
and one of his infantry corps was- reported near Powder
Springs; and I received authentic intelligence that the
rest of his infantry was crossing to the west of the Chatta-
hoochee. I at once made my orders that Atlanta and the
Chattahoochee railroad bridge should be held by the
Twentieth Corps, Major-General Slocum, and on the 4th
of October put in motion the Fifteenth and Seventeenth
Corps, and the Fourth, Fourteenth, and Twenty-third
Corps, to Smyrna camp-ground, and on the 5th moved to
the strong position about Kenesaw. The enemy's cavalry
had; by a rapid movement, got upon our railroad, at Big
Shanty and broken the line of telegraph and railroad, and
with a division of infantry (French's) had moved against
Allatoona, where were stored! about a million rations. Its
redoubts were garrisoned by three small regiments under
Colonel Tourtellotte, Fourth Minnesota. ,             -

"I had anticipated this movement, and had by signal and
telegraph ordered General Corse to reinforce that post from
from Rome. General Corse had reached Allatoona with a
brigade during the night of the 4th, just in time to meet
the attack by French's Division on the morning of the
5th. In person I reached Kenesaw Mountain about loA. M.
of the 5th, and could see the smoke of battle and hear the
faint sounds of artillery. The distance, eighteen miles,
was too great for me to make in time to share in the battle,
but I directed the Twenty-third Corps, Brigadier-General
Cox commanding, to move rapidly from the base of Kene-el commander, to surrender, line of works betweenon."it disturbed Hooker's breathing, madeton, a flourishing little town
